
Bonn Group for 
Eighteenth-Century Studies

We cordially invite proposals to our sixth annual conference 
which takes place in the Department of English, American and 
Celc Studies on Wednesday, 14 October. 

Eighteenth century Western society features two cultural pheno-
mena which seem to be in opposion to each other. On the one 
hand there is Enlightenment, an intellectual development with a 
focus on reason and raonality, that aims at precise scienfic 
descripons and explanaons. On the other hand there is the 
noon of the Gothic. Evoking a vague past, it celebrates the un-
canny, the unknown, the inexplicable, and the unfathomable, all 
of which subvert the idea of clear scienfic knowledge. 
This ambivalence is reflected in different areas of society: 
in sociological, psychological and medical theory or, culturally, in in sociological, psychological and medical theory or, culturally, in 
fine arts, architecture and literature, among others. At our confe-
rence, we intend to describe the constuon of some of these 
opposites/anpodes, to look at points of contact, and to discuss 
the effects of these intersecons.

The papers, in English or German, should have a length of
20 minutes and could deal with one of the following topics:
  •  fear and madness: gender – hysterics, tolerance – 
   naonalism, (lack of) knowledge – raonal thought
 • the fantasc: imaginaon – reality, percepon,
  creaon and representaon of the other (the monster)
 • the aesthecs of the sublime: architecture, landscape
  gardens etc.
The discourse of most of these topics was shaped in the eightThe discourse of most of these topics was shaped in the eight-
eenth century and is sll relevant for today's understanding and 
presentaon of gender and cultural diversity as well as for how 
we deal with this subject maer, e.g. in praccing tolerance and 
in stereotyping or excluding mechanisms.

Please send your abstracts in English or German (max. 300
words) to bgecs@uni-bonn.de. The deadline for submission of a 
proposal is Thursday, 30 July 2015. You will be nofied by 
15 August 2015 as to whether your proposal has been accepted.

Find more informaon on BGECS on our website:
www.iaak.uni-bonn.de/group18 

Organisaon: Prof. Dr. Barbara Schmidt-Haberkamp – 
Hanna Nohe, Marthe Schmidt, Joana Stausberg, Manuela Zehnter

The 18th Century between
Superstition and Enlightenment 

Francisco José de Goya y Lucientes: The Sleep of Reason Produces Monsters, 
1797–1799,
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